










Democratic ticket: Governor Thomas A. Hendricks [Indiana] 
for greenbacks in the West, while Tilden was for hard money 
in the East. “Tilden and Deform” by Nast.   



Tilden could never identify his loyalty to either the past Union or 
the Confederacy, which questioned his political stance for the 
future while much of the country was still recovering  



-Albert Bigelow Paine 





“Usufruct” 





*Nast himself 
never referred 
to this incident 
which this letter 
recalls 



From the Harper’s Weekly Archives: 



From the Harper’s Weekly Archives: 





Nast’s own 
“ciphers” 

Cipher Mummery 1: 
“Nast had portrayed 
Tilden as a mummy in an 
earlier cartoon to 
emphasize the 
Democrat’s advanced 
age and infirmity.  In this 
featured cartoon, Nast 
continues that theme, 
but, more importantly 
here, also uses the 
symbol to caricature the 
clandestine conspiracy 
by inscribing the 
sarcophagus with 
cryptograms, including 
“Moses” and “Fox,” in the 
guise of ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphs.”   



His main premise for 
the 1876 campaign  

Manton Marble  

C.W. Wooley 

Cipher 2: FRAUD “Fraud” 
referring to the entire 
fraudulent investigation 
originally intended for the 
Potter Committee to expose 
Hayes; DOLLAR: The Dollar 
sign replicated by Nast first 
seen in the “Solid South” 
cartoon, represented here as 
money in the wrong hands; 
KEYHOLE: Pelton lived with his 
uncle at 15 Gramercy Park 
(keyhole on the sarcophagus), 
from where the colonel sent 
and received the cipher 
telegrams, and Tilden, a highly 
skilled corporation lawyer, had 
a reputation for detailed 
observation. So how did he 
claim to “not know” of the 
telegrams?  



Cipher 3: In the 
upper left corner: 
the artist ridicules 
the New York 
Democratic 
platform’s 
statement against 
the Electoral 
Commission’s 
decision in 1877  

Cipher 4: In late 
1876, Henry 
Watterson, the 
strident editor of the 
Louisville Courier-
Journal, threatened 
that the Democrats 
would march 
100,000 men to 
Washington if Tilden 
were not declared the 
winner.  Here, on the 
center-left, Nast 
impishly wonders 
whether the number 
refers, not to men, 
but to money for 
bribery 



Cipher 5: Although 
[Tilden] helped topple 
the corrupt Tweed 
Ring, Tilden is here 
associated with it in 
several places, 
including Mayor 
Abraham Oakey Hall’s 
naïve assurance that 
the Tweed Ring scandal 
“will all blow over” which 
Nast cleverly portrayed 
to readers that Tilden 
was mistaken if he 
believed his corruptive 
ways would all “blow 
over:”  

Cipher 6: 
Reading, “Found 
by the N.Y 
Tribune,” Nast 
attributes Reid, 
et al who created 
the “cipher key” 
to unmask the 
Tilden 
campaign’s 
telegrams  



USUFRUCT  



Symbols of Tilden’s wealth, 
such as his barrel of money, 
take on connotations of 
massive corruption (hence 
the growing pot) 

Smith Weed of 
South Carolina 
And John F. 
Coyle as Florida 
agent 



Russia = Tilden  

“Mum’s the word” 

Cipher 7: RUSSIA: Some of the telegrams were addressed to “Russia”, 
the code name for Tilden, from his personal friends: BELOW: The use of 
"mumm(er)y" in the title plays upon Nast's symbol for Tilden as well as 
ridicules the cipher ploy as an absurd and pretentious endeavor. It may 
also mock Tilden's posture of keeping stoically silent--mum--during the 
Electoral College controversy 
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